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An axial pin tubular lock for use in securing portable
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computers and other devices having spindle-accepting
ports. The lock is bade up of an outer shell attached to
a cable, an inner shell, a rotatable driver sleeve, a sta
tionary tumbler sleeve, a rear scuff plate held in place
by a combination of an adhesive and cooperative geo
metric engagement with the outer shell, a locking spin
dle extending through the driver and tumbler sleeves, a
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retaining plate and an anti-rotation extension which

rotatable driver sleeve is equipped with an internally

disposed detent which engage a groove on the spindle,
thereby providing proper axial and radial alignment

between the spindle and the driver sleeve. The internal
surface of the stationary tumbler sleeve has an indented
support surface, thus providing spindle support while
permitting passage of the spindle head through the tum
bler sleeve during assembly. The tumbler sleeve is held
in place by a pin which engages a slot located on the
sleeve's outer perimeter and by the retaining plate

which is disposed against the sleeve's rearward face.

The retaining plate is, in turn, held in place by both a

spring and the spline detail of the inner shell. The spin

dle itself incorporates a curved surface design which
distributes forces more evenly across the spindle sur

face, thereby reducing the potential for spindle failure.
7 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1.
COMPUTER EQUIPMENT LOCK
CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED

ment attempts.

It is yet a further object to provide a computer equip
ment lock of the foregoing type which can be economi

APPLICATIONS

This is a continuation of prior U.S. patent application

cally manufactured and is based on an uncomplicated
locking mechanism.

No. 07/891,783 now abandoned, filed Jun. 1, 1992.
FIELD OF THE INVENTON

The present invention relates generally to tumbler
locks and, more particularly, relates to a tumbler lock
for use in securing a portable computer or other suitably
adapted object in one location.

O

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

15

In the past several years the use of portable comput
ers and other high-priced, portable electronic devices

A variety of tumbler locks, such as the well-known
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puters or similar devices has been available. Rather,
users of these portable devices have relied primarily on

secondary security measures, such as maintaining the
device in a locked drawer when not in use, or attaching
a locking device to the handle of the computer for se
curement during periods of non-use. These security
measures, however, have proved highly ineffective due
to the ease with which they are overcome. A shortcom
ing of utilizing a chain or some other standard device
around the handle of a portable computer lies in the fact
that the handle may be easily broken away with rela
tively little effort, thereby permitting the theft of the
computer or other protected apparatus. Locking the
computer in a storage area such as a desk drawer or a
file cabinet, when not in use, represents an alternative
solution to the potential threat of theft. As will be rec

ognized, however, such securement measures may lead
to decreased efficiency regarding the use of the com
puter due to the expenditure of additional time and
effort in securing the computer in the storage area and
then retrieving it prior to use.
Accordingly, it has been proposed that a lock which
may be inserted into a standardized and dedicated lock
ing aperture within the body of a portable computer or

with the remainder of the lock assembly and is spring
biased toward the spindle head. Hence, after insertion of
the spindle head into the computer, the rear portion of

eliminate any gap between the lock assembly and the
computer which might otherwise exist, thereby pre
venting manipulation of the spindle or anti-rotation
plate means disposed within the lock body, prevent
disengagement of the spindle head through rotation of
the lock shell. The sliding engagement of the rear por
tion of the outer shell is permitted by the use of slotted
engagement means between the outer shell and the
inner shell.

35

In operation, locking rotation of the spindle is permit
ted by the rotation of a driver pin sleeve which is con
nected to the spindle. This connection between the
driver pin sleeve and the spindle is effected by means of
a slotted indenture and pin means. This slotted inden
ture further prevents the withdrawal of the spindle from
the locking mechanism by means of abutting engage
ment with detent means located on the inner surface of

the drive sleeve. The locking mechanism of the present
invention is provided with a retaining plate abutting a
non-rotatable tumbler sleeve. Both the pin plate and
adjacent tumbler sleeve are provided with central slots
matching the general geometry of the spindle head,
thereby permitting the withdrawal of the spindle only
when the head is properly aligned. The pin plate is held
50

55

other device to be secured would overcome the prior

disadvantages and problems. Such a lock should have
high security attributes which will preclude a thief from
easily overcoming the lock by means of either picking
or forced disengagement of the lock due to withdrawal

in place by a combination of spring means and the
splined configuration of the inner shell. The tumbler
sleeve is held in place by pin means disposed through
the inner sleeve and engaging slotted indenture means
on the outer perimeter of the tumbler sleeve. Finally,
the spindle itself makes use of a gradual tapered transi
tion zone between the spindle body and neck, thereby
substantially reducing the likelihood of spindle failure.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

of the locking member.

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

It is the general aim of the present invention to pro
vide an improved computer equipment lock of an axial
pin tubular configuration which is easily operated and
securely attachable to a standardized dedicated slot

the lock prior to the insertion of the lock's spindle head
puter port, thereby creating a closed security loop. The
rear portion of the outer shell is in sliding engagement

arms. The anti-rotation arms, which may be attached to

m

Prior to the present invention, no acceptable lock
specifically adapted for use in securing portable com

around a solid stationary object and then placed over

the outer shell will move towards the head and hence

axial pin tubular locks, are presently available for use in
applications such as vending machines. Such locks,
however, have been used primarily in locking applica
tions associated with stationary objects.

These and other objects of this invention are realized
by providing a lock having an inner shell and an outer
shell, with the outer shell comprising a front portion
and a rear portion. The front portion of the outer shell
is attached to a looped cable which may be wrapped

and anti-rotation extension arms into a dedicated com

have increased dramatically. While the size of these

devices promotes efficiency due to their ease of trans
portation, the portable nature of these devices also ren
ders them susceptible to theft. Accordingly, as these
devices become increasingly portable, there is a corre
sponding need to enhance the theft protection of these
devices through adaptable locking means.

2

provided in a computer housing or the like. It is a re
lated object to provide such a computer equipment lock
which is highly resistant to picking or other disengage

65

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the computer
equipment lock of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the com
puter equipment lock according to the preferred em
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 3 is a sectional side view of the computer equip
ment lock taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 1.
FIGS. 4A-B are end and side views of the retaining
plate for use in the computer equipment lock of the
present invention.

5,327,752

4.
As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, the
use of PVC sleeve 48 to cover the cable means 46 per
mits the cable means to be wrapped around stationary

3
FIG. 5 is an isolated perspective view of a locking

spindle for use in the computer equipment lock of the
present invention.
FIGS. 6A-B are front and rear views of a stationary
tumbler sleeve for use in the computer equipment lock
of the present invention.

objects prior to the loop 52 being disposed over the lock
10 of the present invention without damaging the sur

face of the stationary object.
As best seen by reference to FIG. 3, in the preferred

FIGS. 7A-B are front and rear views of a rotatable

driver sleeve for use in the computer equipment lock of
the present invention.

While the invention will be described and disclosed in 10

connection with certain preferred embodiments and

procedures, it is not intended to limit the invention to

those specific embodiments. Rather it is intended to
cover all such alternative embodiments and modifica
tions as fall within the spirit and scope of the invention.

the outer shell and a raised shoulder member 60 at the
interior thereof.

5

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring now to FIGS. 1-3, a tubular lock 10 ac
cording to the preferred embodiment of the present
invention is shown generally in FIG. 1, in exploded

Disposed within the outer shell portions 15, 20 is an

substantially circular perimeter with indent means 64

25

able driver sleeve 24. In the assembled state, the rotat
with non-rotatable tumbler sleeve 26. As will be dis 30

portion 40. As seen most clearly in FIG. 3, the stem
portion 40 is provided with a substantially hollow cen
ter portion 42 which may receive cable means 44.
As shown, the preferred embodiment of the cable

45

50

means for use in the present invention includes an inter

nal core 46 formed from stainless steel aircraft cable and
an external sleeve 48 formed from PVC or a like mate

rial. The internal core includes a proximal end portion
50 which extends beyond the end of the sleeve 48. As
illustrated, in the preferred embodiment the proximal

55

end portion 50 of the cable core 46 is receivable within
the hollow center portion 42 of the outer shell stem 40.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the distal end of the cable 44

is formed into a loop 52 in a manner well known to
those skilled in the art. In operation of the lock 10, the
loop 52 may be either connected to a stationary body by
means of a second locking device (not shown) or passed
over the rear end 20 of the tubular lock prior to inser
tion of the spindle into an appropriate locking port,
thereby creating a locked circuit between the tubular
lock 10 and the attached cable means 44.

for properly aligning and guiding key 32 into contacting
relation with driver pins 28. The body portion 66 of the
inner shell 22 is of a substantially solid cylindrical con
figuration. As shown, a bore hole 68 and a slot 70 are
disposed within inner shell 22 for respectively accepting

a first retaining pin 72 and a second retaining pin 74.
As shown most clearly in FIG. 3, retaining pin 72 is
disposed between inner shell 22 and non-rotatable tum
bler sleeve 26 while retaining pin 74 is disposed between
the outer shell 20 and slot 70 housed within inner shell

35

to transmit the rotational movement of driver sleeve 24

to the spindle 34.
In the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
the forward portion 15 of the outer shell comprises a
cable ring structure as shown most clearly in FIGS. 2
and 3. The cable ring structure comprises a substantially
circular body portion 38 and an integrally formed stem

eration with shoulder members 58, 60 of rear surface 54.

inner shell 22 which is shown most clearly in FIG. 2. As
shown, the forward face of the inner shell 22 has a

able driver sleeve 24 is disposed in face to face relation
cussed more fully below, the rotatable driver sleeve 24
houses a multiplicity of driver pins 28 which coopera
tively depress spring biased tumbler pins 30 housed
within the non-rotatable tumbler sleeve 26 upon inser
tion of a proper key member 32 (FIG. 2), thereby per
mitting relative rotation of driver sleeve 24. Extending
through sleeves 24, 26 is a locking spindle 34, described
in greater detail below. As described more fully below,
connecting means 36 are disposed between rotatable
driver sleeve 24 and locking spindle 34, thereby serving

In keeping with the preferred embodiment of the
present invention, a scuff plate 62 will be attached to the
rear surface 54 of the outer shell 20. The scuff plate 62
is secured in place by adhesive means as are well known

to those skilled in the art as well as by geometric coop

20

view in FIG. 2, and in cross section in FIG. 3. The lock

10 includes an outer shell having a forward portion 15
and a rear portion 20. Housed within the outer shell is a
non-rotatable inner shell 22 as best seen by reference to
FIG. 2. Telescoped within the inner shell 22 is a rotat

embodiment of the present invention, the rear portion
20 of the outer shell is provided with a rear surface 54
of a stepped configuration. Essentially, the rear surface
54 is comprised of a substantially planar section 56 hav
ing a lowered shoulder member 58 at the perimeter of

65

22. As will be appreciated, this attachment permits the
rear portion 20 of the outer shell to slide with relation to
inner shell 22 and spindle 34.
In a preferred embodiment of the present invention,

the spindle 34 will comprise a head portion 76, a neck
portion 77 and a body portion 78. The spindle head 76
and neck 77 will preferably form a T-shaped cross sec
tion. In actual locking operation, the T-shaped spindle
will be inserted into a slot provided in a computer or
other portable device to be secured (not shown). The
geometry of the slot should be such that the head 76 of
spindle 34 may be inserted or withdrawn only when the
spindle and slot are properly aligned. The rotatable
driver sleeve 24 and connected spindle 34 will then be
rotated approximately 90 in the manner described be
low, thereby preventing the withdrawal of the lock 10
through the application of an axial force.
In order to prevent the disengagement of the lock
through the rotation of the entire mechanism, the pre
ferred embodiment of the present invention is provided
with a retaining plate 80 which is illustrated in FIGS. 2,
4A and 4b. Retaining plate 80 includes a slotted passage
81 through which spindle head 76 may pass when the
spindle 34 and retaining plate 80 are properly aligned.
The retaining plate 80 also preferably includes extensive
members 82a, 82b which will extend rearwardly along
spindle neck 78 after insertion of spindle head 76
through passage 81. As will be recognized by those
skilled in the art, when the retaining plate 80 and spindle
34 are properly aligned as shown in FIG. 3, extensive
members 82a, 82b may "follow” the head 76 into an

appropriate slot provided in the device to be secured.
During rotation of spindle head 76 within the slot pro
vided in the computer, members 82a, 82b remain sta

5
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tionary. Hence, the potential for rotational manipula
tion of the lock is substantially eliminated.
As will be recognized, in order to provide a high
degree of security, the retaining plate 80 must be well
secured against rotation within the lock 10. In a pre
ferred embodiment of the present invention, this secure
ment is achieved by means of the cooperative geometric
engagement between peripheral segments 83a-83c and
the matching spline detail of inner shell 22.
Once the head 76 and retaining plate members 82a,
82b are in locked engagement with the device to be
secured, internally disposed spring means 85 serve to
bias rear portion 20 of the outer shell towards the spin
dle head 76, thereby reducing the gap between rear
scuff plate 62 and the slot provided in the computer or
other device, thereby substantially covering the anti
rotation arms 82a, 82b and reducing the potential for
lock manipulation and damage. The internally disposed
spring means 85 also provide axial force directed
against retaining plate 80, thereby providing added

6
disposed detent means 96 extending into the central

10

length except for a depressed bore 104. As previously

15

20

stability to the overall lock structure.
The preferred embodiment of the spindle for use in

the lock of the present invention is shown in FIG. 5. As
illustrated, the spindle is substantially "T" shaped and
includes a substantially cylindrical body portion 78 and
a substantially cylindrical neck portion 77 having a
diameter which is less than that of the body portion 78.

As previously indicated, head portion 76 is disposed at
the end of neck portion 77 to form a T-shaped member
for insertion into a geometrically similar slotted port on
the portable computer or other device to be secured. In
the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the
largest cross sectional dimension of the spindle head 76
will slightly exceed the diameter of the body portion 78,
thus precluding withdrawal of the spindle through

25
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of the spindle head will preferably be substantially
equivalent to the diameter of the neck portion 77.
The significance of this spindle design is best under
stood by reference to FIGS. 6A and 6B showing, re
spectively, forward and rear views of the non-rotatable

Ease of assembly in the lock 10 of the present inven
tion is further enhanced by the use of slotted pin en

gagement means 108 on the outer surface of non-rotata

ble tumbler sleeve 26. As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3,

rotation of tumbler sleeve 26 is prohibited by means of
a retaining pin 72 and engaging slot 108. As will be
appreciated, the use of slot 108 rather than a bore hole
enhances the ease of assembly as well as simplifying the
manufacturing process, since the need to achieve close

tumbler sleeve 26. As illustrated, the inner surface of the

tolerances between the inner shell 22 and the tumbler
45

sleeve 26 of each individual lock is substantially re
duced.

50

process.

With regard to one important aspect of the present
invention, the spindle 34 is provided with a gradual
transition zone 94 (FIG. 3) located between neck 77 and
body portion 78. As will be recognized, the use of such
a rounded transition zone reduces the potential for spin
dle failure since the forces applied to the spindle are
distributed across a broad surface, thus avoiding the
concentration of forces at one location. Conversely,
spindles utilized in the past have often incorporated
sharp-edged transition zones, leading to the potential
for catastrophic failure at high energy surfaces such as

indicated, the driver sleeve 24 and the spindle 34 are
attached by connecting pin 36 illustrated in FIGS. 2 and
3. This connecting pin 36 is inserted through the driver
sleeve bore hole 106 and into depressed bore 104 lo
cated in groove 98. As will be appreciated by those
skilled in the art, the placement of depressed bore 104
within groove 98 enhances the ease of assembly since
proper radial alignment between the driver sleeve 24
and spindle 34 is readily achieved through engagement
of the detent means 96 with groove 98.
In addition to the proper radial alignment between
the driver sleeve 24 and spindle 34, proper axial align
ment between these components is also needed for in
sertion of pin 36 through the driver sleeve bore hole 06
and into the spindle bore hole 104. In the preferred
embodiment of the present invention, the driver sleeve
bore hole 106 and spindlebore hole 104 will be properly
aligned when the detent 96 of the driver sleeve comes
into abutting relation with the terminal point 102 of
groove 98, thus substantially simplifying the insertion of
connecting pin 36.

35

driver sleeve 24. The smallest cross sectional dimension

tumbler sleeve 26 is provided with support surfaces 90,
91 which are maintained in contacting relation with the
outer surface of body portion 78 of spindle 34. The
inner surface of the tumbler sleeve is also provided with
indentures 92, 93 which permit spindle head 76 to pass
through the tumbler sleeve 26 when the proper respec
tive alignment between these components is achieved.
The non-rotatable tumbler sleeve thus provides a stable
support for the spindle 34 while at the same time permit
ting passage of the spindle head 76 during the assembly

portion thereof. As shown in FIG. 5, the body portion
78 of spindle 34 is provided with a groove 98 extending
from the forward face 100 of the spindle to a point 102
lying forward of the neck portion 77. In an important
aspect of the present invention, groove 98 coopera
tively engages the detent means 96 of the driver sleeve
24. Accordingly, when the spindle 34 and the driver
sleeve 24 are in engagement, relative axial movement is
restricted by the length of the groove 98.
As best illustrated in FIG. 3, the groove 98 in spindle
34 is of a substantially uniform depth over its entire

55

With regard to the actual locking manipulation of
driver sleeve 24 and spindle 34, a series of angularly
spaced tumbler pins 30 are slidably positioned within
bores 110 defined through the non-rotatable tumbler
sleeve 26 (FIG. 6A) and function to normally retain the
spindle 34 in its locked position wherein rotational
movement is prohibited. The tumbler pins 30 are invari
ably urged forward by means of coiled compression
springs 112. These coiled compression springs are dis
posed within the bores 110 which retain the tumbler
pins. Under the urging of the springs 112, the tumbler
pins 30 are disposed along the bores 110 in such a man
ner that the outer ends of the pins normally project
outward beyond the shear plane 114 (FIG. 3) formed at
the inner face of the tumbler sleeve 26 and the driver

sleeve 24 and into corresponding bores 116 defined
through the driver sleeve 24 (FIGS. 7A-7B). In its
normal position, the tumbler pins lock the driver sleeve
24 and connected spindle 34 against rotational move

65
corners and the like.
The forward and rear faces of rotatable driver sleeve
ment relative to the tumbler sleeve 26.

24 are illustrated in FIGS. 7A and 7B respectively. As
shown, the driver sleeve is provided with internally

However, such rotational motion is permitted if the
tumbler pins are displaced rearwardly against the

7
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urging of the compression springs in such a fashion that
the forward ends of all the tumbler pins lie exactly at the
shear plane 114. This rearward displacement of the
tumbler pins is effected by driver pins 28 positioned in
an axially slidable manner within the bores 116 of the
driver sleeve in such a way that the inner ends of the
drive pins engage the outer ends of the corresponding
tumbler pins. Generally, at least some of the driver pins
are of different lengths so that alignment of all tumbler
pins at the shear plane necessarily require the displace
ment of different driver pins by different predetermined

ary tumbler sleeve,

retaining means disposed in face-to-face relation with
the rearward end of said tumbler sleeve, said face

5

the tumbler pins to be simultaneously aligned at the
shear plane so that the spindle 34 may be rotated. Cod
ing of such conventional tumbler locks is accomplished
by placing driver pins 28 of varying lengths inside pre
determined bores 116 located in the driver sleeve 24.

As can be seen from the foregoing detailed descrip
tion, this invention provides a computer equipment lock
of an axial pin tubular configuration which is highly
resistant to picking or other disengagement techniques.
Further, the computer lock as described above may be
easily and economically manufactured and is based on a
well understood and uncomplicated locking mecha

10

said retaining means.
3. The lock construction of claim 1, wherein said

head and neck portions of said locking spindle form a
substantially T-shaped structure lockingly engageable

15

20

prising a body portion and a protective rear plate

30

35

lected dimensions of the slot and abutment means
40

rotatable driver sleeve in face-to-face relation with

emanating from the housing and located on oppo
site sides of the shaft intermediate the housing and
the crossmember, the abutment means and the shaft

having cross-sectional dimensions closely conform

the rear end of said rotatable driver sleeve,

ing to the dimensions of the slot so that the cross

member, the shaft and the abutment means are

45

insertable into the slot with the crossmember

aligned with the abutment means to a position in

which the crossmember is inside the external wall
50

means precluding rotational manipulation of the
lock following engagement between said spindle

and said lock-accepting port,
means for translating rotation of said driver sleeve to
said spindle,

protective plate portion of the rear end of said outer
shell is retained in place by adhesive means as well as by
cooperative geometric engagement between said plate
portion and said body portion of the rear end of said
outer shell.
7. An apparatus for inhibiting theft of equipment
having an external wall with a rectangular slot with
preselected dimensions, the improvement comprising
an attachment mechanism including a housing, a spin
dle including a first portion rotatably mounted
with the housing, a shaft fixed to the first portion

and extending outwardly from the housing, and a
crossmember conforming closely to the prese

an inner shell housed within said outer shell,

a locking spindle extending through, and rotatably
mounted in, said stationary tumbler sleeve, said
spindle comprising a body portion, a neck portion
and a head portion, said head portion engageable
with said lock-accepting portion on said device,
anti-rotation extensive means engageable with said
lock-accepting port on said device, said extensive

5. The lock construction of claim 4 wherein the small

6. The lock construction of claim 1, wherein said

25

portion,

a rotatable driver sleeve telescoped into the forward
portion of said inner shell,
a stationary tumbler sleeve disposed rearward of said

with slotted ports on said device.
4. The lock construction of claim 3 wherein the great
est cross sectional dimension of said spindle head por
tion is greater than the greatest cross sectional dimen
sion of said spindle body portion.
est cross sectional dimension of said spindle head por
tion is equivalent to the diameter of the spindle neck
portion.

I claim as my invention:

cable means, said rear end of said outer shell con

rearward portion of said outer shell.
anti-rotation extensive means are integrally formed with
2. The lock construction of claim 1 wherein said

nism.

1. An improved lock construction for use in securing
portable devices equipped with lock-accepting ports,
said lock comprising, in combination:
an outer shell having forward and rearward ends, said
outer shell including receiving means for accepting

to-face relation between said retaining means and
said tumbler sleeve maintained by spring means

disposed between said retaining means and the

distances. This requires the use of a properly coded key
32 to displace the driver pins through the predeter
mined distances in order to cause the rear ends of all of

8

rotation of said spindle with respect to said station

and the abutment means and the shaft occupy the
slot, the spindle is rotatable 90 degrees by a locking
mechanism to misalign the crossmember with the

slot and the abutment means to attach the attach

SS

driver and tumbler pins slidably mounted in axially

ment mechanism rigidly to the external wall;
wherein the housing additionally includes a spring for
biasing the housing against the external wall upon
attachment of the attachment means to the equip
ment, and a cable connected to an immovable ob

extending and angularly spaced holes defined in
said stationary tumbler sleeve and said rotatable
driver sleeve and normally operable to prevent

ject and secured to the housing to inhibit theft of
the equipment.
k

60
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ABSTRACT

An axial pin tubular lock for use in securing portable
computers and other devices having spindle-accepting ports.
The lock is bade up of an outer shell attached to a cable, an
inner shell, a rotatable driver sleeve, a stationary tumbler
sleeve, a rear scuff plate held in place by a combination of
an adhesive and cooperative geometric engagement with the
outer shell, a locking spindle extending through the driver
and tumbler sleeves, a retaining plate and an anti-rotation
extension which may be integrally formed with the retaining
plate. The rotatable driver sleeve is equipped with an inter
nally disposed detent which engage a groove on the spindle,
thereby providing proper axial and radial alignment between
the spindle and the driver sleeve. The internal surface of the
stationary tumbler sleeve has an indented Support Surface,
thus providing spindle Support while permitting passage of
the spindle head through the tumbler sleeve during assem
bly. The tumbler sleeve is held in place by a pin which
engages a slot located on the sleeve's outer perimeter and by
the retaining plate which is diposed against the sleeve's
rearward face. The retaining plate is, in turn, held in place by
both a spring and the spline detail of the inner shell. The
spindle itself incorporates a curved surface design which
distributes forces more evenly across the spindle Surface,
thereby reducing the potential for spindle failure.
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