
C Programmers choose db_FILE 
because it's fast and flexible. 
The combination of relational B-tree indexing 
and network model database technology 
delivers better performance than file manag
ers using relational technology alone. Build 
simple B-tree/lSAM applications or complex 
database applications. You decide how to 
optimize runtime performance. 

SQL Support included. 
db_RETRIEVE - the SQL-based relational 
Query and Report Writer is now included in 
this special offe r. 

Applications completely portable. 
Free lifetime phone support. 
C source code is now included! 
No royalties. 

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER 
db] ILE, db_RETRIEVE and source code 
for each - at one low price! 
Single-User Package $295.00 

A $ 1780 value. 
Multi-User Package $595.00 

A $2890 value. 

File Manager 2.2 
File Structure: Relational B-tree index ing and 
network database model. Use independentl y or 
in combination for real power. 
Transaction processing supported 
Not RAM resident 
Operating Systems: MS-DOS, UNIX, XENIX 
C Compilers: UN IX, XENIX, Microsoft , 
Lattice, TurboC 
Major LANs Supported 

For your nearest distributor call: 
I-800-db _ RAIMA (1-800-327-2462). 
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preciate acknowledgment. If you're at all 
interested in fractals, find a BBS that has 
this. You won't regret it. 

Some Corrections 
I generally send an early draft of my col
umn to the people I'm talking about . Be
cause Penny and Giles is an English com
pany, their reply to my remarks about 
their TrackerMouse trackball/mouse 
substitute didn't get back here in time to 
be incorporated into the July column. 
What they said didn't make sense to me 
anyway: they insisted that their gadget 
worked fine with Microsoft Windows, 
and I continued to insist that it sure didn't 
work with my machine. Meanwhile, the 
Microsoft Windows people said the same 
thing, that the Penny and Giles Tracker
Mouse worked fine with Windows ; 
which was all very well, but it sure didn 't 
work with the version of Windows run
ning on my Northgate 386. Finally, I got 
a call from the MiCrosoft Windows tech
nical-support people. 

One solution: you have to tell Windows 
you're using a Mouse Systems mouse. 
Then the Penny and Giles TrackerMouse 
will work fine. Indeed, according to 
Microsoft , when dealing with a foreign 
mouse , the first thing you ought to try is 
telling Windows you have a Mouse Sys
tems mouse, because that will usually 
work. 

I also discovered that the original 
Northgate 386 I got had a bad serial port. 
It affected the TrackerMouse when run
ning with Windows, but it had little ef
fect when running some games such as 
Empire . The TrackerMouse indeed 
works fine with Windows, and you don't 
need to use the Mouse Systems (highly 
generic) option. 

About the time you read this, there 
will be another trackball system de
signed much better than the Penny and 
Giles TrackerMouse, or indeed anything 
else I've seen. More on that next month. 
Anyway , whatever strange mouse or 
mouse substitute you've got, if you have 
trouble installing Windows, try saying 
you have a Mouse Systems mouse. That 
may save you having to reload Windows 
yet again . 

Winding Down 
There are several books this month . 
First, I'm often asked how one gets to be 
a writer. The answer to that is simple: 
you write . For more details, Techniques 
of the Selling Writer (University of Okla
homa Press) is the single best work I'm 
aware of. Film Scriptwriting: A Practical 
Manual (Focal Press, 80 Montvale Ave. , 
Stoneham, MA 02180) is the best intro-

duction to that subject I've ever seen. 
Both are by a good friend, Dwight 
Swain, sometime professor at the Uni
versity of Oklahoma and longtime sell
ing writer. 

Cosmic Catastrophies (Plenum, 233 
Spring St., New York, NY 10013) by as
tronomers Clark Chapman and David 
Morrisori is a highly readable but serious 
discussion of catastrophes in earth's his
tory : dinosaur extinction, greenhouse ef
fect , nuclear winter- all presented with
out sensationalism. This is well worth 
reading. 

The program of the month is, of 
course, Mrs . Pournelle 's Reading Pro
gram. I don't normally pay much atten
tion to advertising-I consider my re
sponsibility is to the readers-but I have 
to say I'm impressed with the number of 
inquiries we 've got from the BYTE prod
uct information cards. One of these days 
I expect we'll turn the program over to a 
regular publisher. Meanwhile, Roberta 
is shipping copies all over the world, to 
schools and home study groups and even 
a Roman university. 

The game of the month is Broder
bund 's SimCity. The monochrome Mac 
version is fun ; the color version for the 
Amiga is even more so, especially if you 
have a MicroWay FlickerFixer board and 
a really good color monitor. Do note I 
call it a game: while it' s jolly fun to play 
city planner , the real world is much more 
complex than this game implies. Sim
City is highly sensitive to the prejudices 
of its designers, including their extreme 
preference for rail over road transport. 
Still, it 's fun to outwit them. 

Alex is in the other room installing 
OS/2 application programs . So far we 
have SideKick and Paradox, as well as 
the Logitech Modula-2 and MultiScope. 
He's been working with it for half an 
hour and it hasn 't crashed yet; given the 
Murphy field he carries around with 
him, that' s pretty encouraging. 

Now back to Wrath of God. It' s very 
quiet in Beijing. They create a desolation 
and call it peace . • 

Jerry Pournelle holds a doctorate in psy
chology and is a science fiction writer 
who also earns a comfortable living writ
ing about computers present and future . 
Jerry welcomes readers ' comments and 
opinions. Send a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to Jerry Pournelle, c/o BYTE, 
One Phoenix Mill Lane, Peterborough, 
NH 03458. Please put your address on 
the letter as well as on the envelope. Due 
to the high volume of letters, Jerry cannot 
guarantee a personal reply. You can also 
contact him on BIX as ''jerryp. " 


