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In the world of home computing, there's always more to learn.

Any gift that makes computing a little easier is a big winner and

we've listed some sure bets. In October, we told you about

books and online tutorials that would teach newcomers and old-
timers alike. Along with those suggestions, try these computing
aids.

Lotus
Lotus Publishing

$18.00

For Lotus 1-2-3 fans, Lotus of

fers useful information and tips

about the well-known spread

sheet. Published monthly, the

magazine discusses how to

use the spreadsheet for all

sorts of business and organi

zational tasks.

SnapCap KeyCaps
Hooleon

S0.75-S49.95

If you ever want to change the

name of a key so you can re

member its function, all you

have to do is ask. Hooleon im

prints IBM-compatible keys to

your specifications, and you

can choose colors. Check this

company for other keyboard

enhancements, too.

Word for Word
The Cobb Group

$45.00

Manuals only go so far to teach

you about your favorite soft

ware. If you use Microsoft

Word, you probably know that

people are thinking up new tips

every day. Word tor Word is a

magazine that tells you what's

new, what's handy, and what's

troublesome with the popular

program.

WordPerfect: The
Magazine
WordPerfect Publishing

$15.00

Like Word for Word and Lotus

magazines, WordPerfect: The

Magazine offers useful articles

on all aspects of the best-

selling word processor. Among

other topics, you'll find help

with macros, desktop publish

ing, and printing.

Once you own a computer, gadgets will bring a light to your eyes

like Tinkertoys did when you were a kid. A nifty trackball can

change the way you control your cursor. A new keyboard can

speed up your typing. Some unusually designed screws can

have you twisting and turning the chassis of your computer. All

of these gadgets make your life easier and often make comput

ing more fun.

The Cable the Cloners

Forgot
Mark Twain Computer

Manufacturing

S9.95

If your PC and your monitor

come from different compa

nies, chances are you can't

plug the monitor into the back

of the CPU. Using this cable,

you can connect the monitor to

the computer. The advantage

is that, when you switch on

your computer, the monitor

turns on, too.

Computer Speed

Screws
Curtis Manufacturing

$5.95

While you're adding a sound

board to your PC, switch your

old screws for Speed Screws.

You can tighten and loosen

these screws with your bare

hands, so you can forget

where you hid the screwdriver.

DISCalcuIator
The Computer Giftware Company

$19.95

Slide back the shutter on this

3'/2-inch disk and you'll find a

calculator. This solar-powered

accessory can crunch numbers,

and it never needs rebooting.

This floppy disk adds up to a handy little calculator.

The Executive Pad
The Computer Giftware Company

S15.0O-S18.0O

They may be a little more ex

pensive than your basic, royal

blue mouse pad, but these

come in assorted styles and

sizes. Most elegant is the mar-

bleized mouse pad. Try this

company for other unusal gifts,

too.

MouseCAT
H & H Enterprises

$6.95

When it comes to keeping your

desk tidy, a mouse holder can

really help. There are several

species, but one of the more

unusual varieties is the Mouse

CAT. This plastic holder looks

like a cat and, in an unlikely

pose, hugs your mouse in

stead of eating it. The Mouse

CAT sticks to the side of your

computer monitor with a \felcro

fastener. Check this company

for other mouse accessories,

including a cheese-shaped

mouse pad.

OmniKey PLUS
Northgate Computer Systems

$110.00

If you know someone who's

still using the old PC key

board—the one so poorly laid

out that you're as likely to hit

the slash key as the shift key—

get that person a new key

board like the OmniKey PLUS.

Among other advantages, the

function keys are on the left,

the cursor arrows are laid out

in a diamond, and the back

space key is very big.

Print Muffler 80
Kensington Microware

$49.99

A Print Muffler 80 may be a

better gift for the people who

sleep in the room next to the

home office. This device soft

ens the sound of the printer—

perfect for those late-night

writers.

TrackerMouse
Penny & Giles Controls

$126.75

When you don't have enough

room for a mouse, try a Tracker-

Mouse. It's a trackball with but

tons mounted on the sides of

the trackball case. The side-

mounted buttons let you drag

(click and hold the button while

you move the trackball) more

easily.

The MouseCAT snuggles up to your mouse and holds it close.
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In the wond of home computing, there's always more to learn. 
Any gift that makes computing a little easier is a big winner and 
'Na've listed some sure bets. In October, 'Na told you about 
books and online Morials that would teach newcomers and old
timers alike. Along with those suggestions, try Ulese computing 
aids. 

Lotus 
Lotus Publishing 
$18.00 

For Lotus 1-2-3 fans, Lotus of
fers useful information and tips 
about the mil-known spread
sheet. Published monthly, the 
magazine discusses how to 
use the spreadsheet for an 
sorts of business and organi
zational tasks. 

SnapCap KeyCaps 
Hooleon 
$0.75-$49.95 

If you ever want to change the 
name of a key so you can re
member its function, all you 
have to do is ask. Hooleon im
prints IBM-compatible keys to 
your specifications, and you 
can choose colors. Check this 
company for other keyboard 
enhancements, too. 

Word for Word 
The Cobb Group 
$45.00 

Manuals only go so far to teach 
you about your favorite soft
ware. If you use Microsoft 
Word, you probably know that 
people are thinking up new tips 
every day. Word for Word is a 
magazine that tells you what's 
new, what's handy, and what's 
troublesome with the popular 
program. 

WordPerfect: The 
Magazine 
WordPerfect Publishing 
$15.00 

Uke Word for Word and Lotus 
magazines, WordPerfect: The 
Magazine oHers useful articles 
on all aspects of the best
selling 'NOrd processor. Among 
other topics, you'll find help 
with macros, desktop publish
ing, and printing. 

Once you own a computer, gadgets will bring a light to your eyes 
like linkertoys did when you were a kid. A nifty trackball can 
change the way you control your cursor. A new keyboard can 
speed up your typing. Some unusually designed screws can 
have you twisting and turning the chassis of your computer. All 
of these gadgets make your life easier and often make comput
ing more fun. 

The Cable the Cloners 
Forgot 
Mali< Twain Computer 
Manufacturing 
$9.95 

If your PC and your monitor 
come from diHerent compa
nies, chances are you can't 
plug the monitor into the back 
of the CPU. Using this cable, 
you can connect the monitor to 
the computer. The advantage 
is that, when you switch on 
your computer, the monitor 
turns on, too. 

Computer Speed 
Screws 
Curtis Manufacturing 
55.95 

While you're adding a sound 
board to your pc, switch your 
old screws for Speed Screws. 
You can tighten and loosen 
these screws with your bare 
hands, so you can forget 
where you hid the screwdriver. 

DISCalculator 
The Computer Giftware Company 
$19.95 

Slide back the shutter on this 
31f2..inch disk and you'll find a 
calculator. This solar-powered 
accessory can crunch numbers, 
and it never needs rebooting. 

This f loppy disk adds up to a handy little ca lculator. 

The Executive Pad 
The Computer GiftoNare Company 
$15.00-$18.00 

They may be a little more ex
pensive than your basic, royal 
blue mouse pad, but these 
come in assorted styles and 
sizes. Most elegant is the mar
bleized mouse pad. Try this 
company for other unusal gifts, 
too. 

MouseCAT 
H & H Enterprises 
56.95 

When it comes to keeping your 
desk tidy, a mouse holder can 
really help. There are several 
species, but one of the more 
unusual varieties is the Mouse
CAT. This plastic holder looks 
like a cat and, in an unlikely 
pose, hugs your mouse in
stead of eating it. The Mouse
CAT sticks to the side of your 
computer monitor with a 'A3lcro 
fastener. Check this company 
for other mouse accessories, 
including a cheese-shaped 
mouse pad. 

OmniKey PLUS 
Northgate Computer Systems 
$119.00 

If you know someone who's 
still using the old PC key-

board-the one so poony laid 
out that you 're as likely to hit 
the slash key as the shift key
get that person a new key
board like the OmniKey PLUS. 
Among other advantages, the 
function keys are on the left, 
the cursor arrows are laid out 
in a diamond, and the back
space key is very big. 

Print Muffler 80 
Kensington Microware 
$49.99 

A Print MuHler 80 may be a 
better gift for the people who 
sleep in the room next to the 
home oHice. This device soft
ens the sound of the printer
perfect for those late-night 
writers. 

TrackerMouse 
Penny & Giles Controls 
$126.75 

When you don't have enough 
room for a mouse, try a Tracker
Mouse. It's a trackball with but
tons mounted on the sides of 
the trackball case. The side
mounted buttons let you drag 
(click and hold the button while 
you move the trackball) more 
easily. 

The MouseCAT snuggles up to your mouse and holds it close. 
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